Introduction
I would like to invite you to participate in a study which aims to identify practical and costeffective ways of controlling aggression when unfamiliar pigs are mixed. This research project is part of my PhD thesis registered at the University of Edinburgh.
If you are willing to participate, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire consisting of two parts; the first involves various choice questions, and the second involves some demographic questions. In total, completing this questionnaire should not take more than 15 minutes.
If you agree to participate, your responses will remain fully confidential; no personal information will be recorded.
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and if you do agree to participate, you can withdraw your participation at any time.
Mixing aggression
'Mixing aggression' refers to the aggression that occurs when unfamiliar pigs are mixed into new social groups. It does not include tail biting.
Aggression control strategies
A number of methods to reduce mixing aggression have been identified by research. These methods are termed 'aggression control strategies'.
Aggression control strategies usually involve changes to farm structure, management or husbandry. As a result, they can involve investment costs for farmers associated with new equipment and materials. They may also have ongoing costs associated with replenishing materials and increased labour requirements. The possible benefits of the investment are a reduction in aggression and an improvement in production. However, aggression control methods differ in these characteristics.
Your choices
You will be presented with 16 different choice questions. Please note that the structure of each question is the same; you will be asked to choose between three hypothetical Instructions aggression control strategies. The aggression control strategies are described in terms of four characteristics (describing their different costs and benefits), and are unnamed and theoretical. Please choose the one strategy that you are most likely to adopt on your farm. If you do not like any of the aggression control strategies described, you can choose a 'no choice' option.
We know from previous similar studies that people often answer in one way, but behave differently when they have to actually spend their money in a real world situation. When questions do not have real financial implications, people may not really consider the impact of these extra costs. Also, it is easy to be generous when you do not really have to pay for it.
So please respond to each of the following 16 questions exactly as you would if you were going to choose an aggression control strategy for your farm, and had to pay for your choice.
The following table describes the four characteristics. In the choice questions, you will see different combinations of the characteristic levels.
Please imagine that you are mixing unfamiliar pigs on your farm.
In the following 16 choice questions, carefully evaluate the three aggression control strategies and indicate which one you would choose to use on your farm. If you do not like any of the options, please tick the 'no choice' option.
Characteristics
Characteristic levels
One-off installation cost per pig place (£)
This refers to a one-off investment cost for installation of equipment or materials. This cost will be incurred only once. 
